


Winter Pest Control
By Jennifer Hall

Most of us do not consider controlling insects, mites, and diseases in our plants
during winter. But now is an excellent time to reduce those overwintering pests and
diseases for next spring and summer.

Be sure to clean up leaves and other debris from your yard. This debris provides a
perfect place for pests to overwinter. Also, be aware of stacked firewood in your yard.
It is another overwintering site for pests.

Neem Oil is an excellent organic control for these overwintering insects, mites, and
some diseases. Treat all your trees, shrubs, ground cover, and perennials by spraying
thoroughly. Spray several days before an expected rain event and when temperatures
exceed freezing. Apply at rates given on the label instructions. It is safe to use on
fruits and vegetables until the day of harvest. This preventative treatment will benefit
you by reducing insect and disease problems during the spring and summer.





Mistletoe Kiss or Curse
By Dr. Louie Gradilla

Christmas may have passed, but mistletoe could still be hanging around
in your trees- when we think of mistletoe, most of us have a romantic
notion of Christmas and kissing, but mistletoe is a parasitic plant that
can harm your trees.

How does mistletoe spread in trees?
Birds love consuming the berries from mistletoe. Then, as they move from
tree to tree, they spread mistletoe through their droppings.

How is mistletoe harmful to trees?
Because mistletoe is parasitic, it takes necessary water and nutrients
from the tree. This infection weakens the tree, making it susceptible to
other harmful diseases and parasites.

What do you do if your tree has mistletoe?
The most effective way to control mistletoe and prevent its spread is to
prune out infested branches immediately. Pruning out limbs is an
acceptable technique when dealing with smaller limbs. However, if the
mistletoe grows on a more significant branch, cut out the mistletoe and
wrap the cut site with duct tape to maintain the tree canopy shape.

Let’s keep the Christmas tradition of mistletoe hanging above a romantic
Christmas kiss but out of our trees.
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